BOURNEMOUTH PIER APPROACH BATHS
OPENED TUESDAY MARCH 23, 1937

It is appropriate that the Bournemouth Town Council should have completed their new public swimming baths just after the announcement of the Government's plans for improved physical
fitness.
Apart from the pleasure of swimming and bathing, especially at a place enjoying such an
equable climate as Bournemouth, the exercise is thoroughly good for the bather's health and physique.
We have learned the value to the human body of adequate, but not excessive, exposure to
fresh air and sunlight, and I am, therefore, specially interested to learn that the new baths include
provision for a solarium and a sun terrace.
I am confident that the new baths will be a material addition to the many attractions of
Bournemouth, and I congratulate everyone concerned on the planning and effort which will have
contributed to this result.
SIR KINGSLEY WOOD, M.P.,
Minister of Health.

The New Pier Approach Baths
Bournemouth
BY the completion of its magnificent
suite of baths Bournemouth has made
another outstanding addition to the
Resort's manifold attractions. The new
buildings occupy a prominent site in the
Pier Approach, i.e., at the junction of
Bath Road and the Undercliff Drive, and
near the Pavilion and Bournemouth Pier.
Before describing the new
building, a brief history of the
Bournemouth Baths will probably be of
interest.
The year 1937 is, in all
probability, the centenary year in the history of the town's baths. The oldest reference book obtainable
(which was issued in 1840) describes the existence of "a suite of commodious warm baths." At that date
these were actually in use, and are shown in a reproduction of a photograph dated 1840.
The original scheme for the planning of the town, as shown in the records, was prepared by
Benjamin Ferrey, Architect, and this scheme definitely incorporated the 1840 Baths premises.
In 1864, part of the old Pier Approach Baths buildings were erected, and in 1887 the swimming pool
was added. The premises, as then constructed, remained in use until they were demolished in 1935, and the
new Baths are built on the old site which, however, has been enlarged by the demolition of adjoining property.
In 1920, the leasehold interest was purchased by Mr. F. J. Webb from Messrs. Roberts and Co., and
almost immediately sold again to a Company known as the Bournemouth Baths Syndicate. The Corporation
then purchased the freehold interest from Sir George Meyrick for the sum of £6,000, and sanction to borrow
the sum of £6,371, to cover the cost of purchase costs and charges, was issued by the Ministry of Health on

the 19th February, 1923, repayable in 30 years. Since the
latter date, the Corporation ran the establishment as a
public bathing place and swimming pool. Some indication
of the large growth in the number of patrons using the old
suite of Baths is given by the following figures :―
Year ending 31st March, 1924 ...... 24,862
Bathers.
Year ending 31st March, 1934 ...... 92,035
Bathers.
The Corporation decided, in 1928, that to meet the
requirements of a rapidly developing Borough, additional
facilities were required, and a new Public Baths Scheme
comprising swimming pool, slipper baths, etc., was promoted, and in 1930, a second suite of Baths was
erected at Stoke Wood Road, some two miles from the old baths, in a northerly direction. These baths
immediately became very popular, and in 1933 were used by 72,000
persons.
The old Pier Approach Baths at this time had become quite
unsuited to Bournemouth's requirements, and alternative schemes
for the provision of a larger and thoroughly up-to-date establishment
were considered. It was finally decided, in June, 1934, to erect the
new premises, and on October 9th of that year, a public enquiry was
held by the Ministry of Health at the Town Hall. Subsequently,
working drawings were prepared by Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross,
M.A., F.R.I.B.A., of 45/46, New Bond Street, London, and the bills
of quantities were prepared by Mr. C. W. Dockerill, F.S.I., of 44,
Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth. The Civil Engineers for the reinforced concrete portion of the scheme
were Messrs. L. G. Mouchel and Partners. Ltd., 36/38, Victoria Street, Westminster, London.
In July, 1935, tenders were invited by public advertisement, and the lowest tender, submitted by
Messrs. Hawkins Bros., of 152, Strouden Road, Bournemouth, amounting to £69,950, was accepted. Mr. F.
G. Salter was appointed Clerk of Works on October 8th, and possession of the site was given to the
Contractors, and the foundation stone laid by His Worship the Mayor, Alderman J. R. Edgecombe, J.P., on
Wednesday, November 6th.
The new building may be described as follows:—The
accommodation comprises on the Ground Floor—Entrance
Portico, Entrance Hall, approximately 20ft. x 45ft., with central
Ticket Office for serving the whole building. Right and left of
the Ticket Office access is obtained to dressing cubicles for
men and women respectively, complete with lockers, and
the requisite toilet accommodation is adjoining. The dressing
accommodation provides 100 dressing cubicles and 336 clothes
lockers. The swimming bath is only accessible to the bathers by
passing through the pre-cleansing room, containing showers,
foot baths, etc.
The swimming bath is 100ft. x 35ft., with a diving pool 12ft.
deep at the deep end, the water depth at the shallow end being 3ft. A bathers' promenade surrounds the
swimming bath, which is equipped with the latest type of high-diving board, spring boards, etc., and all necessary fittings. The bath surround is covered with patent impervious non-slippery flooring, and the walls are
lined to gallery level with glazed tiles. An abundance of top light and ventilation are obtained by the type of
roof employed. The bath is supplied with heated sea water, and in this connection particular attention has
been paid to the provision of a filtration and sterilization plant to ensure that the contents of the bath will at
all times be perfectly sterile and of the highest bacteriological standard. Frequent samples of water will be
taken and submitted to the Public Analyst, whose certificate will always be displayed on the premises.
The swimming bath surround is restricted to bathers, who return to the dressing cubicles through
one-way doors, thus providing complete circulation.

Waiting Rooms, Offices for the
Superintendent and Staff, Tea and Coffee Bars
with ample service rooms, and store rooms for
bath equipment, are also provided.
The amphitheatre seating to the Swimming Bath, for the accommodation of approximately 600 spectators, is on the mezzanine floor
level. Each spectator will have a clear and uninterrupted view of the swimming bath. A unique
feature of the scheme is the provision of a Bathers' Terrace, approximately 98ft. in length, on
the south side of the swimming pool, which is
accessible to both bathers and spectators. This
Bathers' Terrace occupies a position overlooking the Undercliff Drive, Bournemouth Pier,
and the world-renowned Bournemouth Bay. During fine weather, bathers may indulge in sun bathing in
most ideal surroundings, and the pool generally becomes in effect equal to
open-air premises.
At the side of the Sun Bathers' Terrace, a large Solarium is provided.
This will be available at all times of the year, and in inclement weather will
produce the equivalent of natural sunlight for the benefit of bathers and
spectators.
The First Floor, which is reached by a passenger lift and staircase,
contains a suite of 20
slipper baths for women, together with a Mikvah Bath, the whole being
complete with Waiting,
Toilet Rooms, etc. The Second Floor, also served by the lift and staircase,
contains 20 slipper baths,
Waiting Room, Toilet Room, etc., for men. These slipper baths will have
facilities available for fresh and sea water baths, and also brine, foam, pine, and
aeration baths, will be available. Massage and special treatment in
connection with these baths can be
obtained if required.
On the Ground Floor a suite of Turkish Baths is provided.
These consist of hot rooms, shampoo room, small plunge, cooling
room, boot room, etc. Expert Masseur and Masseuse will be on
duty to meet the requirements of patrons,
and it is confidently anticipated that the
most beneficial results will accrue from
the use of these baths.
The rest of the scheme makes provision for towel stores, with service lift to
the Ticket Office, Staff Rooms, etc., together with accommodation for filtration
plant, heating chamber, water settling tanks, and the usual storage accommodation.
Vacuum cleaning plant is installed throughout the premises.
The elevations are executed in reconstructed stone, hand-made sand-faced
multi-coloured brickwork, and Italian pattern tiles, to harmonise with other important buildings in the vicinity.
Another important feature of the scheme is the system adopted for heating, etc. The heating, ventilating, hot and cold, salt and fresh water, and Turkish bath services have been installed by Messrs. G. N. Haden
and Sons, Ltd., of London and Bournemouth. The system adopted for heating is all-electrical. The general
heating of the building is on the panel system, and this building is one of the few public baths establishments
in the country to employ this method. The central plant chamber is situated in the basement and contains the
electrical thermal storage plant, hot water supply calorifiers, and pumping plant. Current is taken from the

mains during the night at a reduced charge and is used to heat water by
means of an electrode boiler.
The water thus heated is stored at a high temperature in four vertical
steel vessels, each holding approximately 10,000 gallons. This large body of
water reaches its maximum temperature first thing in the morning, and its
heat is used during the day by the heating and hot water supply systems.
Water is circulated direct from the cylinders through the heating
system and a set of automatic controls are installed which maintain an even
temperature of water flowing through the
heating panels.
The salt and fresh water services are
dealt with by four calorifiers which stand on the
gantry in the plant chamber, two of them being
used for fresh water and two for salt. Water is
circulated through the heating batteries of these calorifiers from the main thermal storage cylinders, an automatic valve cutting off the circulation when the
water in the calorifier has reached the required temperature.
A total of nine pumps is used for
accelerating the various circulations,
every service having a minimum of
two pumps to give a standby in case of
breakdown.
Heating is by the embedded panel
system, all pipes being either cast in the ceilings or else hidden in
chases, which entirely obviates trouble from discolouration and rust
due to the action of the sea water upon pipes and radiators.
Water for all purposes except the filling of the swimming bath,
is stored in six cast-iron tanks in the roof space above the slipper
baths, three of them being used for fresh and three for salt water. Sufficient water is stored for one day's consumption.
The temperature of the Turkish Bath is maintained by means of electrical air heaters, one heater
dealing with the three hot rooms, and another with the cooling, changing and plunge bath rooms. A common
fan supplies the air for these two heaters and a common extract fan removes all vitiated air and discharges it
into the atmosphere. A feature of this Turkish Bath plant is that no air at all is passed from one hot room to
another nor re-circulated, every room having its own inlet and extract gratings with dampers on the gratings
to control the temperature.
The heaters are thermostatically controlled so as to preserve an even temperature, and a safety switch
is fitted which guards against over-heating of the electric elements. A further safety device prevents the
heaters from being switched on until the inlet fan has been started.
Two small propeller fans deal with the ventilation of the dressing-boxes, ensuring that the air in them
is changed at least twice in an hour.
The plant has been designed to operate with the minimum of attention without loss of efficiency. In
view of the fact that all the water is heated by electricity and no fuel used at all, the whole of the engineering
plant can be kept scrupulously clean and should prove itself a fine advertisement for the Council which was
progressive enough to have it installed.
SCHEDULE OF SIZES AND CAPACITIES OF PLANT
One 900 kw. electrode boiler.
Four thermal storage cylinders each 20ft. x 10ft. diameter, 10,000 gallons each.
Two fresh hot water service calorifiers, each 1,000 gallons storage capacity, with batteries to provide
500,000 B.T.U. per hour each.
Two salt hot water service calorifiers of similar capacity and battery power.
Two primary circulating pumps, duty 500 g.p.m. against 5ft. head, 2½ h.p. motors (one pump as standby).
One calorifier primary pump, duty 330 g.p.m. against 10ft. head, 3 h.p. motor.

One panel heating pump, duty 140 g.p.m. against 10ft. head, 1¼ h.p. motor.
One pump as standby to either calorifier primary or panel heating, duty 330 g.p.m. against 10ft. head, 3
h.p. motors.
Two hot sea water service pumps, duty 40 g.p.m. against 5ft. head, 1 h.p. motors (one as standby).
Two hot fresh water service pumps, duty 40 g.p.m. against 5ft. head, 1 h.p. motors (one as standby).
One Turkish Bath inlet fan, duty 1,600 c.f.m. Against 1 in. water gauge, ¾ h.p. motor.
One Turkish Bath extract fan, duty 1,600 c.f.m. against 1 in. water gauge, ¾ h.p. motor.
One Turkish Bath heater, 65 kw. loading.
One Turkish Bath suite heater, 36 kw. loading.

